ummer. For those

fortunate enough to

have a crop to har-
vest, a busy time. For those
who don’t, a lot of stressful
days scanning the sky for
rain. In consideration of sea-
sonally short attention spans,
a summer column — a con-
venient handful of “mind-
snacks” to chew on in those
quiet morning hours when
it's only you and the cows...

Federal court challenge by
Saputo, Parmalat and Kraft
Canada Watch this one
closely. At time of writing,
we still don’t have a ruling
from the Federal Court of
Canada following its judicial
review of Canada’s right to establish minimum domestic milk
content of Canadian cheese under the Canadian Food and
Drug Act. The review was initiated by Saputo, Parmalat and
Kraft Canada last October. Hearings concluded in March and
an early and favourable decision was anticipated. (For more
see my January 2009 WDF column.) The delay is worrisome.
At stake is the sustainable operation of Canada’s dairy sup-
ply management system.

Fully 37 per cent of the milk produced by Canadian cows
is destined for domestic cheese production. Until the new
regulations came into effect last December, cheap milk pro-
tein derivatives imported by the big three cheese makers
displaced domestic production, forcing $250 million a year
in surplus removal fees on Canadian dairy farmers. Our new

Wendy Holm
OPINION

cheese regulations — put in place to stop this — are com-
pletely consistent with GATT, the WTO and the regulations
of other cheese-producing countries. If the judicial review
unexpectedly goes against Canada’s dairy farmers, the feder-
al Attorney General has 30 days to launch an appeal.

What will it take to move the Crown in this direction?
Broad public pressure couldn’t hurt. When my column
Canadian cheese should be made from Canadian milk ran in
the Vancouver Sun in mid-December, response was immedi-
ate. Readers called in record numbers, clipped the story,
brought it to retailers and farmers markets, reprinted it in
community papers and posted it across the Internet.

Uppermost in the minds of Canadians may be the econo-
my, but foremost on their lips is Canadian cheese. A national
opinion poll confirming “87 per cent of Canadians want
Canadian cheese to be made with Canadian milk” would be
a strategic addition to our back pocket going into this. And
well worth the price.

Jauws of the Crocodile — Farm Income and Farm Debt

The problem is, this crocodile don’t tick... At least when
Captain Hook was being stalked, there was that infernal
ticking to warn him when the beast was near. Canadian
farmers aren’t so lucky. The crocodile stalking them has
swallowed no clock, in fact its very existence is denied by
Ottawa. Politicians jumped on the 2008 up-tick in farm
incomes like fleas on a dog, telling Canadians that things on
the farm were finally turning around. Consumers can be for-
given for not understanding the depth of the farm crisis.
Politicians and bureaucrats cannot.

To begin with, higher farm incomes in 2008 were an
anomaly — the result of substantially higher grain prices in
the first six months of the year due principally to a combina-
tion of poor harvests and the diversion of grain for fuel.
This helped grain farmers but did nothing for other sectors,

“Mind-snacks::to.chew.on

hurt anyone feeding livestock, and is
clearly not something farmers can bank
on for the future. If you look seriously at
farm finances (farm cash receipts, farm  q00

CANADA

FARM RECEIPTS, EXPENSES, NET INCOME AND DEBT,1971 - 2008

(millions of dollars, adjusted for inflation by FPPI)

operating expenses, net farm income and

farm debt; from 1970 onwards, adjusted
50000

AN

for inflation), the picture is as scary as I
have seen in my 35 yeas as an Agrologist
(see insert) and is completely unsustain-
able. The rise in farm debt is staggering
and the situation is pretty much the same :

40000

30000

= Cash Receipts
— Net Income

across the country.
Recently announcing $1 billion in farm

= Qutstanding Debt
= Op. Expenses

T

loan guarantees, Prime Minister Harper
told farmers they “deserve to know that

they can count on the credit they need to
10000

20000 w

Millions Dollars CAD (adjusted for inflation)

build and grow their operations.”
More debt is clearly not the answer.
What about this picture do Harper and his 0

policy-makers not understand?

While supply-managed farmers are
much better off than many of their neigh-
bours, this many farmers in trouble creates trouble for us
all... Share this information with your neighbours and your
local politicians. Demand better from governments.

A quickie update on Cuba...

Just back from teaching my Cuba-based UBC AGSC 302:
International Field Studies in Sustainable Agriculture Cuba
course. Now in its fifth year, I had the pleasure of spending
three weeks travelling through Cuba with 15 students from
five Canadian universities studying how this tiny island
nation went from monoculture to world leadership in sus-
tainable farming practices in less than a decade.. Always
looking for young farmers to join us, so keep this in mind

for next year. In early July, Juan S-nchez Martell and Martha
Su-rez Ramlirez — two members of the Cuban dairy cooper-
ative CPA 26 Julio — spend a few weeks at the Ontario dairy
farm of Jim and Gladys Millson to receive training in herd
management and calf rearing. We have been working with
this co-op since 2005 to create a sustainable milk production
model. Things are going very well.

Finally, if summer heat has you dreaming about winter
escapes, I will take two more farmer tours to Cuba this win-
ter — Jan. 11 to 25 and Feb. 1 to 15.

Tax deductible — love to have you along! For more infor-
mation visit www.farmertofarmer.ca, write me at wendy@
theholmteam.ca or call me at 604.947.2893





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1270 1270]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


